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The Power of Data Functions 
 
In a pivot chart, a FACT (a number that you would want to total) could be used many 
times and have significantly different meanings, by changing the underlying data 
function.  See below.  All the columns of data are generated from the Unit Sales values. 
 

 
 
Steps: 
1. Drag from the catalog section the fact, in this case Unit Sales, 5 times to the Fact area 

of the outliner. 
2. Select the second through fifth column, one at a time and change the underlying data 

function by right clicking for speed menu > Data Function > then Chose one of the 
functions.  I selected Average, Count, Maximum, then finally Minimum. 

3. Then change the data labels so they are more meaningful.  To change the data label, 
double click on it. 

4. Remember to have this Pivot be meaningful you have to be using the Underlying 
Values.  Select Pivot and check that Use Surface values is not selected.  If you do 
have Surface values selected, the above table would look like the following: 
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